Ploudaniel, 3 March 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Even’Up 2025 -
the call for projects on sustainable agriculture and food is
open

Even’Up is back for a third season, targeting start-ups that are shaping the future of
agriculture and the food industry. The call for projects is run by the Even cooperative group
in partnership with Le Village by CA in Finistére, the Valorial competitivity hub, and for the
first time Supernova Invest. The aim is to assist the development of innovative solutions for
tackling the major transitions that are taking place in the sector. Applications are open until
25 April via the even-up.bzh website.

Even’Up supports innovative, responsible agri-food start-ups

Even, Brittany’s no. 1 dairy cooperative and a well-known actor in the agri-food industry, will be
launching the third Even’Up competition on Monday 3 March 2025, a call for projects that targets
young businesses and start-ups offering innovative solutions that respond to the major transitions
taking place in agriculture and the food industry. The purpose is to support the development of new
products and services which are designed to create value for all the participants in the food industry
value chain, including farmers, manufacturers, distributors and consumers.

The call for projects is open to:
- start-ups in the agri-food and food-tech sector that have solutions with an established proof
of concept (POC);
- start-ups that provide concrete solutions to the challenges of the environmental, social or
technological transition and are in keeping with the fork-to-farm strategy;
- start-ups that are developing practical solutions for agriculture, agri-food or distribution
businesses that respond to the following challenges:
+ to feed the future with precision foods and nutrition solutions conceived for individuals
at various life stages;
+ to adopt new practices in line with new production and distribution methods, food e-
commerce and customer intelligence;
+ to redesign industrial and logistical tools using disruptive innovation in order to
optimise the various processes;
+ to network the agriculture sector in order to improve animal and crop productivity while
maintaining a responsible approach to the environment.

A competition that’s rooted in Even’s DNA - supporting and accelerating transitions
Ever since its creation in 1930, Even has been pursuing its original mission - to ensure everyone

has access to good food and to create sustainable wealth for its cooperative members, its employees
and the Breton region and other areas where its activities are based.
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Today, the Even group is a major player in the French agri-food sector, with over 1,000 member
farmers and more than 6,200 employees across its 100 French and international subsidiaries.

The group continues to invest, restructure and internationalise against a background of changing
consumer and distribution patterns, in order to secure the continuity of its operations and navigate
the transitions.

To accomplish this it focuses on open, collaborative innovation both internally and externally, and it
is on this basis that Even’Up now returns in partnership with the Finistére branch of Le Village by
CA, the Valorial competitivity hub and Supernova Invest. This year’'s competition also represents an
opportunity for the four partners to share their expertise in business development with new talent.

How to apply

Project leaders can submit their application files via the even-up.bzh platform between Monday 3
March and Friday 25 April, the closing date for the call for projects. The applications will be
considered by a panel of 18 judges, comprising members and employees of the Even cooperative,
representatives from the partner organisations and a winner from Even’Up season 2, between
Monday 28 April and Tuesday 20 May, on which date a shortlist of applicants will be selected to pitch
their proposals. The pitches, panel deliberations and announcement of winners will take place on
Tuesday 17 July 2025.

Funding and additional support

The winners will each receive €20,000 in prize money. Each winning project will be mentored by a
business expert from the Even group. The winners will also have access to Even’s scientific,
marketing and technical teams, and the group’s networks for testing their products and services and
evaluating them on the markets.

The winners will be granted membership of the Valorial competitivity hub. They will also receive
support from Le Village by CA in Finistére and have access to the Village by CA European network;
they will also be entitled to base their operations at the Village in Brest, if they wish to do so.

New for this third season: the winners will benefit from the experience of the Supernova Invest
investment fund in their search for financing sources, and of former Even’Up winner Yacine Kabeche,
founder of Circul’Egg.

The winners of Even’Up will benefit from enhanced visibility through the publicity for the event, and
exposure in the media and via the agri-food ecosystem.

Identifying practical solutions

“With this third season, Even’Up cement their role as an innovation accelerator serving agriculture
and the food industry. The programme has been supporting promising start-ups since it was
launched, by giving them a structural framework for testing and developing their solutions. In 2025
we are further strengthening the support we provide with the participation of Supernova Invest -
investment experts in disruptive innovation, and by including a previous winner, Circul’lEgg, on the
judging panel. Their perspective will provide twice the added value, offering the new candidates both
a strategic view of growth financing and the benefits of practical experience. As well as granting each
winner €20,000 in funding, Even’Up will also provide tailored support: mentoring by experts from the

Press contacts: Mathilde ROGER & Eloi SEVENOU - RIVACOM Press Officers
Tel. +33 (0)2 99 79 89 52— +33 (0)6 89 62 47 67— Email mathilde@rivacom.fr and e.sevenou@ rivacom.fr



mailto:mathilde@rivacom.fr
mailto:e.sevenou@rivacom.fr

Even group, access to scientific and marketing teams, testing in real market conditions and contact
with a network of professionals. By focusing on the complementarity between innovation and
business expertise, our aim is to promote the emergence of practical solutions that respond to the
environmental, technological and social challenges which are transforming our sectors.”

Baptiste Mel, Director of Fusion-acquisition of Even Group, Even’Up Coordinator

About Even

Even is a cooperative group established in Brittany since 1930 for the dairy sector. It now has
1,000 farmer members and more than 6,200 employees and is a well-known player in the agri-
food sector in France, mainly through its Paysan Breton brand.

Even is based around the parent company Even Cooperative and four complementary business
activities - upstream agriculture, milk & dairy products, food distribution and a diversification hub.

Even is attached to the Breton region but open to the world. It has 100 subsidiaries in France and
abroad and customers in over 110 countries. Even products appear on a million dinner tables
every day. Even is driven by cooperative farming values and has a clear mission: to ensure
everyone has access to good food and to create sustainable wealth for its cooperative members,
its employees and the Breton region and other areas where its activities are based.

Key figures:
1,000 cooperative farmers

6,230 employees

2.7 billion euros turnover in 2023

Customers in more than 110 countries

4 complementary business activities: Even Amont (products and services for farmers), Laita
(dairy processing), Even Distribution (food distribution for home sales and out-of-home catering),
Even Développement (niche agri-food business)

100 subsidiaries

More about the Even group: www.even.fr
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